Sighting records of ship sturgeon within the Danube River Basin were gathered from the literature and from scientists actively working on sturgeon research in the studied area (Table 1) . For each observed specimen, reported total body length, weight and gender were obtained when available. Sightings recorded before 1955 were excluded, since they were based either on the total weight of all caught specimens, without the data on the exact number of specimens (Manea, 1980) , or they lacked individual length or weight data (Ristić, 1963) . The two ship sturgeon specimens, which were observed in the Tisza River in 1998 and reported as being adults with more than 5 kg body weight (Harka, pers. comm.), were not used for further analysis as well, since they lacked exact body weight and length data.
For the relationship of ship sturgeon length and weight with age, individual data on fish age, length and weight reported for the Caspian and Aral Sea (Borzenko, 1950 cit. in Holčik et al., 1989 Tleuov and Sagitov, 1973 cit. in Holčik et al., 1989) were used (Table 2) . Age was estimated for each specimen as a mean value based on total length or weight, or both when available. If there was no data on the specimen's sex, relationships for both sexes were used to determine fish age. To account for the inaccuracy in sturgeon aging, correction factor for age assignment by Bruch et al. (2009) was applied (TrueAge = EstimatedAge 1.054796 ). Resulting age estimations are presented in Table 3 . (Vásárhely, 1957) 2 Two adult specimens with no size data (>5 kg) caught in 1998 in the Tisza River (Harka, pers. comm.) Table 2 . Relationship between ship sturgeon (Acipenser nudiventris) age (A) and total body length (TL) and weight (W), estimated based on the individual data on fish age, length and weight reported for the Caspian and Aral Sea (Holčik et al., 1989) . Table 3 . Age estimations of ship sturgeon (Acipenser nudiventris) in the Danube River based on Holčik et al. (1989) and correction factor by Bruch et al. (2009) .
